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Elderly primigravida in strong but slow 
labor, occipito-posterior presentation is 
likely to need durable analgesia or 
conversion to surgical anesthesia for C-
section. 
 
Epidural might be preferrable to 
intrathecal here. 

Young multip, strong and brief labor, 
progressing fast with an occipito-anterior 
position.  

One might be lucky to have time for any 
neuraxial intervention here, but intrathecal 
might be best to retain good recognition of 
the second stage with good strength for 
pushing. 

Primigravida, age 35. Occipito-posterior 
presentation, early labor. At 2 cm dil. 
Probably too early for intervention. See how 
she progresses to 4-5 cm then reassess.  

Fast dilatation and descent will suggest 
intrathecal, slow dilatation and descent will 
suggest epidural 

28 year old in good labor and progressing 
well with an anterior presentation.  

But the platelets are very low and her back  
probably carries infection making neuraxial 
analgesia hazardous. Risks include spinal 
hematoma and spinal abscess.  

Hypnosis or parenteral analgesics may be 
good choices here 

Head is not engaged, possibly transverse lie. 
In early labor. 

C-section is likely here unless the head can 
be persuaded to engage.  
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